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Proverbs and idioms 

Grade 5 Vocabulary Worksheet  

Beside each sentence, write I if it is an idiom and P if it is a proverb.  

An idiom is a short saying which is not taken literally. 

A proverb is a short saying which expresses a general truth.  

 ________ She pulled the wool over his eyes. 

 ________  A good beginning makes a good ending. 

 ________ I’m going to hit the hay. 

 ________ He who laughs last laughs longest. 

 ________ Like father, like son. 

 ________ There's always more fish in the sea 

 ________ Cross that bridge when you come to it. 

 ________ You can't judge a book by its cover. 

 ________ After a storm comes a calm. 

 ________ Let’s forgive and forget. 

 ________ She always goes the extra mile. 

 ________ You are barking up the wrong tree. 

Read through all the idioms above. Circle your favorite.  
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Answers: 

An idiom is a short saying which is not taken literally. 

A proverb is a short saying which expresses a general truth.  

 ____I_____ She pulled the wool over his eyes. 

 ____P____ A good beginning makes a good ending. 

 ____I_____ I’m going to hit the hay. 

 ____P____ He who laughs last laughs longest. 

 ____P____ Like father, like son. 

 ____P____ There's always more fish in the sea 

 ____I_____ Cross that bridge when you come to it. 

 ____I_____ You can't judge a book by its cover. 

 ____P____ After a storm comes a calm. 

 ____P____ Let’s forgive and forget. 

 ____P____ She always goes the extra mile. 

 ____I_____ You are barking up the wrong tree. 

Read through all the idioms above. Circle your favorite.  
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